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The difference between 4G Cat.1 and 4G Cat.4 lies in their respective capabilities and data speeds. These 

categories refer to different classes of devices designed to work with 4G (fourth-generation) mobile network 

technologies, such as LTE (Long-Term Evolution). Here's a breakdown of the differences: 

 

4G Cat.1: 

4G Cat.1 (Category 1) is an earlier and simpler category of 4G devices. It supports relatively lower data speeds 

compared to more advanced categories. The maximum download speed for a Cat.1 device typically ranges 

around 10 Mbps (megabits per second). Cat.1 devices are suitable for applications with low to moderate data 

requirements, such as basic IoT devices, security systems, and some Machine-to-Machine (M2M) applications. 

 

4G Cat.4: 

4G Cat.4 (Category 4) is a more advanced category of 4G devices. It supports higher data speeds compared to 

Cat.1. The maximum download speed for a Cat.4 device can be around 150 Mbps. This makes it suitable for 

applications that demand higher data speeds, such as faster internet connections for mobile devices, video 

streaming, and other data-intensive tasks. 

 

In summary, the higher the category number (e.g., Cat.4, Cat.6, Cat.12, etc.), the higher the maximum data 

speed and functionality of the device. The choice between Cat.1 and Cat.4 depends on the specific needs of the 

application and the use case. If you are looking for faster internet access, media streaming, or other data-

intensive activities, opting for a device that supports a higher category like Cat.4 would be more appropriate. 


